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A Case of Compound Cameratcd Fracture of the Cranium , successfully Treated 
by the Removal of three pieces of the External Table of the Bone. By Paul F. Eve, 
M. I). Professor of Surgery in the Georgia Medical College.—Opportunities for 
extensive observations on traumatic surgery being very limited in the United 
States, it would seem desirable that all interesting cases should be faithfully 
recorded, not for the mere gratification of rendering us somewhat independent 
of foreign sources for practical information, but for the more important advan¬ 
tage of testing in our climate and country, the principles laid down by European 
writers, and thus tending to establish medicine on a broader and surer founda- 
tion. 

In the changes which surgical operations have been undergoing at the me¬ 
tropolis of the met 1 -cal sciences, where, if aBroussais has introduced ncw r ideas 
in medicine, a Lisfranc has not done less in simplifying surgery, injuries of the 
head have received a due proportion of attention; and it may now be considered 
a pretty well settled point, that the trephine is required in comparatively few 
cases. In the one which w-c propose relating, the relief afforded by nature in 
removing the symptoms of pressure arising from depression of the internal 
table of the cranium, is exhibited in a striking manner, and may be useful in 
preventing a too hasty and rash resort to instruments in similar accidents. 

Saturday the 8th of June, near 8 o’clock, P. M. I saw, at the request of Dr. 
A. Cunningham, I*rofessor of Theory and Practice of Medicine in our school, a 
black boy, of very athletic form and industrious habit, aged twenty years. He 
had received, about an hour before, a blow on the head from half of a common 
brick thrown by another boy at the distance of a few yards. When struck, he 
fell on the face, which was severely bruised, particularly the nose and forehead. 
The wound extended from near the coronal suture backwards, through the left 
parietal bone to about its middle.* The scalp was lacerated to the bone, which was 
fractured and depressed to the depth of three-fourths of an inch. There was 
some loss of blood; total absence of intellect; severe convulsions at intervals, 
confined mostly to the muscles of the right side; face drawn to right shoulder; 
mouth contorted; pupils appeared natural, but not minutely examined; respiration 
stertorous; no vomiting, and nothing remarkable in the pulse. 

The patient was placed on a matrass laid over a table, and with the assistance 
of Dr. C. and Dr. L. A. Dugas, Professor of Anatomy, the wound was extended, 
and a crucial incision made down to the bone. Two or three arteries required 
to be secured, and not having with us the forceps for torsion, the ligature was 
applied. The angles being dissected up, with Iley’s saw, three portions of 
the external table of the cranium were elevated and removed. Some blood 
flowed from the deploic structure of the bone, and the patient now seemed to 
improve in breathing, and the convulsions ceased. From restlessness and severe 
convulsive movements, tw o or three of which excited alarm for the patient’s 
safety, the operation was protracted nearly two hours; though sensible to pain, 
he remained perfectly unconscious during that time. The symptoms of com¬ 
pression gradually subsided; the patient opened his eyes when loudly called by 
name, and although the inner table of the cranium was plainly seen depressed 
to one-half or three-quarters of an inch at the bottom of the wound, its edges 
were simply brought together, and we separated at 11 o’clock to meet early in 


the morning. 

Of the pieces of bone extracted, one was an inch and a half in length, by 
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the reputed father of physic, and as the disease has passed over us, I refer the 
experiment to others. 

If you or your friends should try the ice, let me assure you that much will 
depend on the incessant use of it night and day, till the inflammation has evi¬ 
dently yielded. Till this time the patient can take very little rest, unless it be 
a mild case that may not require this uninterrupted repression and sedation. 
But in bad cases we must not suffer the disease to gain upon us during the 
night what it has lost under the use of ice the preceding day. 

Every case of cynanchc tonsillaris, or simple inflammatory sore throat which 
has fallen under our care for the last twelve months, has been treated with ice af¬ 
ter bleeding, and with great advantage. And in one case of most severe aphthous 
sore throat, which attended a low bilious fever, that of Dr. Bobbins, of Sunbury, 
he assured me it was the pleasantest thing he had ever experienced, and I may 
fairly add—the most useful. But even the comfort which this remedy brings, is 
not to pass unnoticed. Mr. Grcenough’s daughter, eight years old, was delirious 
in the cynanche maligna for many days, and the ice could not be used. During 
all this time, four days and nights, she swallowed not one tea-spoonful of any 
thing whatever, but was incessantly employed during all this time, unless when 
she might dose for a few minutes, in washing out her mouth with ice water, 
and to this must be attributed her safety. 

Chloride of soda is another most noble remedy in this wayward disease. We 
have begun the use of it as soon as the cineritious specks appear, if at the same 
time there be general prostration; but if the gangrenous process is slow, and 
there is abundant vivacity in the system, it may be omitted altogether, and the 
ice continued. The sloughs will gradually and surprisingly disappear as the 
general inflammation of the fauces abates. 

When the gangrene is considerable, and the inflammation is at the same 
time diffused, we use the ice and chloride alternately. But when the system 
is sinking, and we have reason to suppose that collapse is at hand, the ice must 
be omitted and the chloride used very strong. 

With respect to the strength of our medicine, we are at some loss. Such as 
we have received from Philadelphia, w’c have used with from one part water to 
ter., according to the age of the patient and the state of the disease; but we are 
by no means satisfied with our experience on this subject. 

In order to purify the stomach, we have given in the advanced stage of the 
disease, large doses of calcined charcoal, such as a drachm three or four times 
a day to a child ten years old. 

We have bled freely in some cases, given calomel purges, poured abundance 
of cold water on the head when there was delirium, and sometimes have put 
the feet into warm water, while cold was applied to the head. We believe that 
many who arc lost in this disease, perish of inflammation of the brain; hence we 
suppose that cups to the back of the neck would prove highly beneficial. 
Leeches to the throat, we are aware, have been used, but they cannot be gene¬ 
rally attended to in the country. All these remedies are in trial among my 
medical friends, and when they shall have made their report, I will give you a 
more fidl account of our methods and their success, for the use of your Journal. 
Meanwhile, 1 hope that you will try these medicines, if an opportunity should 
offer, for 1 can assure you, that I have not lost one single patient of all whom I 
have myself exclusively attended. 1 began the ice with my first patient, my 
own child, and I have used it in nearly all the rest. A robust boy, four years 
old, son of William Zeclif, died, to the surprise of his friends, and without me¬ 
dical aid; I was soon called to the rest of the family, four miles in the country, 
where I found the mother, her sister, and three children, the youngest six 
months old, all very ill of the disease. Here was certainly a mortal disease, as 
it had already destroyed one of the family, but all the others recovered under 
the use of ice and chloride of soda. Mrs. Schuyler, of this town, lost one of 
her children of the disease at Pennsborough, twenty-seven miles above us. 
Here neither ice nor the chloride was used; but when the mother returned to 
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main in the most easy posture, which was on her baclc, and not to be moved; 
consequently she passed her urine and farces in bed, which from the difficulty 
of keeping the parts clean, produced considerable excoriation. I therefore con¬ 
structed an apparatus, (which 1 have not space to describe,) for raising her 
gently from the bed, so that a vessel could be placed under her to receive the 
urine and farces. Her situation was rendered as agreeable, perhaps, as the na¬ 
ture of the case would admit, which is a great point, in my estimation, in the 
treatment of both medical and surgical diseases. Nothing that can render the 
patients* confinement more comfortable, whether in mind or body, should ever 
be denied, unless it is of a very injurious tendency in some respects. 

The above is a statement of facts, from which, I think, some hints may be 
taken, or rather the testimony of the success of others strengthened. There 
are, I believe, but few cases on record, similar to the present one, but enough 
to demonstrate the propriety of removing the astragalus in preference to am¬ 
putation, which was formerly the established practice in such cases. It is no 
small matter to save a limb, which seemed almost to demand amputation. 
Whilst modern surgery has achieved many feats of almost incredible success in 
the use of the knife, 1 feel confident that this science in its present rapid march 
of improvement, aided by experience, will clearly reveal the practicability of 
saving many useful limbs, which are now sacrificed, some of them, perhaps, at 
the shrine of ambition, thirsting for ill-earned fame by numbering heaps of am¬ 
putated limbs!! The excellent effects of the fermenting poultice in this case, 
is worthy of recollection. It was prepared in such a way as to be truly a fer¬ 
mentin'; poultice, and its action appeared to be strongly antiseptic, tvhilst it de¬ 
stroyed the intolerable stench of the discharges. Another remark with respect 
to the use of laudanum when we have any apprehension of tetanus. I am of 
opinion that after all severe accidents or operations attended by much sensibility 
and pain, it is most proper to begin its administration early, and to keep the 
system under its sedative influence by sufficient and repeated doses. 1 have 
but little doubt, but for the administration of this potent drug, I should have 
had to contend with that very formidable disease. 

On the Efficacy of the Cold Dash in Nervous and Convulsive Diseases. By 
Ciiantrs A. Lee, M. D. of New York In the last number of the American Jour¬ 
nal of the Medical Sciences, there is mention made of the efficacy of the cold 
dash in convulsions of infants, particularly in cases of hydrocephalus. It is per¬ 
haps not generally known, that pouring cold water in a continued stream upon 
the head, is one of the most effectual remedies in most cases of nervous and 
convulsive diseases. In hysteria, epilepsy, chorea, delirium tremens, and cata¬ 
lepsy, I have employed this remedy with the most decided success, as well as 
in convulsions of children from teething. The following case of catalepsy I re¬ 
late, not only because the disease is one of rare occurrence, but to illustrate 
the effects of cold, when applied in the manner above-mentioned. 

In January, 1831, l was called to visit a coloured girl, aged fourteen, large 
for her age, and who had previously enjoyed good health, with the exception 
of slight pains in the right hypochondrium, extending to the spine, occasioned 
as was believed by a burn in’ that region, which occurred when she was a child. 
Latterly she had suffered much inconvenience from it, and the day when I first 
saw her, she had complained more than usual. I found her in the following 
situation. She lay on the floor on her back, in a perfectly insensible state, in¬ 
capable of moving, or of being roused by pinching, calling aloud, shaking, or 
even by running pins into her flesh. She lay in the exact position in which she 
fell, and had not been seen to move in the slightest degree. The pulse was 
100, of natural force, eyes closed, respiration easy, and the skin of usual tem¬ 
perature. 1 raised her arm to an angle of forty-five degrees with the body; it 
remained in that situation. I bent the forearm on the arm; it staid bent. The 
same occurred to her other limbs. They were easily flexed, but it required 
considerable force to straighten them again. The eyes were closed, and the 
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ing with the windows raised; which cause, combined with the state of the at¬ 
mosphere, and the excitable condition of his system, produced an attack of that 
disease. He was soon relieved by the ordinary treatment which consisted of 
the use of calomel, cathartics, and salts, and sulphate of quinine during the re¬ 
mission of fever, and the application of leeches to the temples when there was 
too great a determination of blood to the head. The red-pepper gargle with 
salt and vinegar W'as employed with advantage. 

The operation has proven entirely successful in this instance. More than 
ten months has elapsed, and the patient continues to enjoy the best health. 
This hasty sketch is given to bring the operation into more general use in this 
country, as we deem it at once safe and successful in a large majority of cases. 

1 contend that we want only experience in this important operation, to make 
it as successful in the United States as it is in France. We do not consider it 
any disparagement to the instruments, because they were thrown aside both 
in Philadelphia, and in some of the principal towns of the north of Europe. 

It is sufficient for us that we have seen it performed repeatedly in Paris, with 
complete success, by M. Leroy, M. Civiale, and M. Ueurteloup. 

On the Use of Calomel in Pruritus. By Pfiilip Younge, M. D. of Thomaslon, 
Upton County, Georgia.—For the suggestion by Dr. Dewees of the use of a 
solution of borax in cases of pruritus, the profession must ever be thankful. 
Certainly few disorders which beset the pregnant state are more difficult to 
manage than pruritus. We have found the solution of borax a most efficient 
remedy when there w’as an aphthous efflorescence about the vagina. It has been 
my misfortune to treat cases of pruritus of the most uncompromising obstinacy. 
Every reasonable plan I had ever heard of, was followed to its utmost extent. 
A rigid antiphlogistic plan of diet, the borax, the hartshorn, cold water, mer¬ 
curial ointment, bleeding and purging as fur as consistent with pregnancy, were 
all tried without more than slightly palliating the affection, until I resorted to 
the local application of calomel. I had it sprinkled over every spot of in¬ 
flammation within the vulva, as thoroughly as the nature of things would allow, 
three or four times a day. Whenever the itching became urgent, my advice 
was to wash the part by means of a syringe, with cold water, and reapply the 
dry calomel, which immediately calms the most insufferable irritation. 

1 have pursued this plan when the disease seemed perfectly unmanageable, 
with the happiest effects; although the disposition to recur was manifested 
until delivery, this remedy always appeased the distress. 

Extraction of a Metallic Spark from the Jlnterior Chamber of the Eye. By 1’. 
D. Mcttkb, M. D.—The patient, S. Thomas, a stone-cutter by trade, whilst 
employed in his vocation, was struck in the left eye by a spark given oft' from 
the steel instrument with which he worked. The spark entered the cornea, 
nearly at its centre, and passing entirely through it, lodged in the anterior 
chamber of the eye, where it could be distinctly seen, occupying a position in 
the inferior part of this cavity. When I saw the patient, fifteen hours after the 
occurrence of the accident, a good deal of inflammation had already taken 
place. An injected conjunctiva, a continual epiphora, and a sensation of smart¬ 
ing or burning referred to the entire ball of the eye, were the accompanying 
symptoms. The opening in the cornea about half a line in length seemed to 
be valvular, the spark having penetrated from below upwards, and its edges 
were smooth and regular, as if made with the point of a lancet. In consequence 
of the opening being valvular, but a small portion of the aqueous humour had 
escaped. 

It appeared to me important, that an immediate extraction of the foreign sub¬ 
stance should be accomplished, and the operation which seemed most simple, 
and at the same time best calculated to effect this purpose, was the section of 
the cornea, which I accordingly determined to perform. The patient was placed 
in the position recommended in the operation for extraction of cataract, a strong 
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Study of Anatomy Legalized in Connecticut.— The Gen. 

flr'r ° f 1 Cun " c< r t ' cut h . as Passed an Act similar to that enac 
for legalizing die study of anatomy. 
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